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Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles 

away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 

Mary to console them about their brother. When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 

met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to 

Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died. But even now I know that God will give 

you whatever you ask of him." Jesus said to her, "Your 

brother will rise again." Martha said to him, "I know that 

he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 

Do you believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 

one coming into the world." 

John 11:18-27 
 

From the Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 
Bethany is a small town near Jerusalem. It was a 
place where Jesus found hospitality at different times 

in his ministry. When Jesus 
arrived there, not long 
before Holy Week and his 
triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, he found friends 
mourning the death of 
Lazarus, brother of Mary 
and Martha, and also a dear 
friend of Jesus. Lazarus 
had been in the grave for 
four days. The two sisters 
both insisted that had Jesus 

arrived earlier, their brother wouldn’t have died. Why 
did he not come when he could have made a 
difference? They knew Jesus, the Great Physician, 
had power to restore health.  
 

But the power to restore life? That belonged to the 
glory and power of God, and it was for this very reason 
– that Jesus would be glorified and seen as God’s Son 
– that Jesus delayed his Bethany arrival until after 
Lazarus’ death. Jesus’ words to Martha in our verses 
above are loved for their comfort and assurance, 
especially when we face death, both our own and our 
loved ones. 
 

“Do you believe this?” Jesus asked Martha. It was an 

important question that he also asks us. “Do you 
believe this?” Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
answer confidently with Martha, “Yes!” The words that 
sound like a riddle are as clear as can be. Because of 
Jesus, we will live and never die. His resurrection 
secures our own.  
 

Next month we will celebrate Easter, the climax of 
Lent. Through our mid-week and Holy Week services 
we prepare to receive the Good News that, “He is 
risen! He is risen indeed!” on April 9. Until then we 
take time to reflect on the sacrifice and tremendous 
love Jesus had and has for us. We focus more on our 
sin that made the cross necessary and rejoice in the 
grace that is lavished upon us through the promised 
resurrection.  
 

Each morning when we awake, Jesus proclaims, “I 
am the resurrection and the life.” And then he asks us, 
“Do you believe this?” Our response will shape the 
way we move into our day and how we respond to all 
the challenges we may face, even death.  
 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

– AMONG OUR OWN – 
 

Sympathies to… 
Donna Bexell, Julie Sieben and family as they 
mourn the death of their brother-in-law and uncle 
Luther Bexell 
Dan Strehlow as he mourns the death of his mother-
in-law, Violet Nilson 
 

Congratulations to… 
All those celebrating their wedding anniversary in 
March.  Listed below is a couple reaching a special 
anniversary… 
Dennis and Elvina Harder on their 60th anniversary 
on March 23 

 

 
 

 
 

Lenten Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesdays at 7 pm 

March 1- March 29 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 6 at 7 pm 
 

Good Friday, April 7 at 7 pm 
 

Sundays at 9:30 am 

February 26 – March 26 
 

Palm Sunday April 2 at 9:30 am 
 

Easter Sunday April 9  

8:30 and 10:30 am 
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Preschool Chatter 

 
It is hard to believe that it is almost already March. Preschool is always such a busy place and February was 
no exception to that! 
 
Our February fun including learning about kindness and love while celebrating Valentine’s Day, Biscuit the 
dog books, Ice cream, and dental health.  Of course, a highlight was when we celebrated Valentine’s Day 
with a party that included games, passing out valentines, a special movie, and crafts. For our Biscuit unit we 
enjoyed a stuffed animal day. This included reading Biscuit and the Big Parade, parachute play, making our 
own shakers, and of course our own parade! Another highlight this month was during our ice cream unit we 
helped make our own ice cream in an ice cream ball and then of course enjoyed eating it. Our M/W/F class 
also got a special surprise activity of watching Steve Wolverton go up up up on the scissor lift. This may 
seem like no big deal to adults, but it was huge for our children. Paul Swanson even came out to explain 
how the lift worked. Our bible story this month was about love and how much Jesus loves us. We talked 
about the story in which Jesus said “Let the little children come to me”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Registration for next school year is in full swing. We will have M/W/F, T/Th, and the option of M-F morning 
classes 9 am-12 pm. Forms can be found on the preschool tab of the church website (www.splchastings.org) 
or on the welcome center. If you or your family, neighbors, or friends have a preschooler, invite them to join 
us for the 2023-2024 school year. If you have any questions about registration, please feel free to call or 
email Becky or Lorelei at preschool@splchasting.org. 
 
We would like to send a special thank you to those of you who have made donations to our program. We 
can’t tell you how much this means to us.  With these donations we are not only able to help cover expenses 
but also do extra things for our children that may not otherwise be possible. 
 
 

Becky Kaphing 
Lorelei Rein  
Preschool Co-Directors 
 

mailto:preschool@splchasting.org
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GIVING AND EXPENSE UPDATE  
January 2023 

 

          Actual               Budget        |    2022 Actual 
         

General and Miscellaneous Income YTD 
 $42,740.70 $47,362.52    $60,149.20 
   

Capital Fund YTD     | 
 $20,600.50  $15,833.33 |  $17,439.50 
 

Operational Expenses YTD  | 
 $44,244.94  $59,149.52 |   $48,836.82 

 

Over / (Short)    | 
 $19,096.26  $4,046.33 |   $28,751.88 
 

 
ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH DURING LENT 

 
The PRAYER 
OF GOOD 
COURAGE: 
“O God, you 
have called 
your servants 
to ventures of 
which we 
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 
through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with 
good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that 
your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” is familiar to 
many of us, especially if we've been to Holden Village, 
where it is used as a sending blessing over those 
leaving the Village. For the six Sundays in Lent, we 
will be using it as a framework for a study of prayer 
and the book of Philippians. Please join us in the 
learning room after worship on Sundays from 
February 26 to April 2! 
 

 
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 
March 5 Genesis 12:1-4a 
  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
  John 3:1-17 
 

March 12 Exodus 17:1-7 
  Romans 5:1-11 
  John 4:5-42 
 

March 19 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
  Ephesians 5:8-14 
  John 9:1-41 
 

March 26 Ezekiel 37:1-14 
  Romans 8:6-11 
  John 11:1-45 

LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY 
 
We began the season of Lent together with Ash 
Wednesday last month and are now focusing on the 
gift of prayer using the ACTS acronym. This stands 
for: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and 
Supplication. These topics address different aspects 
of prayer we lift to God. Our worship during the fifth 
week of lent will look at how prayer also includes a 
component of listening to God.  
 
Join us as each Wednesday as we again use Holden 
Evening Prayer and strengthen our pray lives as 
individuals and as a congregation. For those who are 
unable to join us in person, these services will also be 
livestreamed as a static service. (This means there 
will be a single view without slides.) 
 
Thank you for joining us on our journey! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
March 1   Adoration 
March 8   Confession 
March 15    Thanksgiving 
March  22    Supplication 
March  29   The Gift of Contemplation 
April 6  Maundy Thursday 
April 7   Good Friday 
 

Worship is at 7:00 pm every Wednesday until Holy 
Week and then on Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday at 7:00 pm.  
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ATTENTION 5th AND 6th GRADERS:  
Let’s talk about 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Faith Formation Opportunity for our 56ers! 
 
Every Sunday through Lent Pastor Geier is meeting 
with our 5th and 6th students to learn about the 
sacrament of Holy Baptism during the Sunday School 
hour! Each week during Lent we will be using the 
Bible, Luther’s Small Catechism, skits, memorization, 
interactive conversations and games to hopefully gain 
a better understanding and appreciation of this gift 
from God. Even if you haven’t participated before, 
now would be a great time to jump in. Call Pastor 
Geier if you have any questions.  
 

See you at Sunday School! 
 

   
EASTER GARDEN  

 
We will have tulips and mums in the sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday to enhance our worship in celebration 
of Christ's resurrection. The sign-up sheet is on the 
kiosk. Cost is $15. Please put your donation in the 
envelope provided or note “Easter Flowers” on the 
memo line of your check and drop in the offering plate, 
the secure drop box by the office door or mail checks 
to St. Philip's Lutheran Church. Deadline is March 20.  
 

 
EASTER EGG CANDY! 

 

If you would like to donate candy for this year’s Easter 
Egg Hunt, there will be a table outside the office for 
you to drop it off! Deadline to donate your individually 
wrapped Easter candy, that will fit in a plastic Easter 
Egg, is April 2. 
 
 

 

SINCE YOU ASKED . . . 
 

Why are we using the communion rail for 
Holy Communion during Lent?  
 

The sacrament of Holy Communion is one of the 
special ways that God comes to us to tell and show us 
that we are loved and forgiven. There are many 
different ways that Christians receive this gift and 
there is no one “right” way other than to receive it with 
a thankful heart believing in the words “given and shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 

Having said that, the different ways we receive this gift 
do indeed help us to better understand the different 
aspects of this gift. Since resuming in person worship 
we have offered the option to receive communion 
without leaving your seat. Some churches have 
always distributed the elements to the congregation 
while they stay in their pews and then they all eat and 
then drink at the same moment. This is to emphasize 
the communal aspect that this sacrament is for all of 
you.  
 

Using the altar rail to receive the sacrament lifts up the 
personal aspect of Holy Communion, i.e. “This is the 
blood of Christ shed for you, personally.” Kneeling is 
a position of humility where our very posture indicates 
that we come with empty hands to receive a gift we do 
not deserve. Kneeling is also an appropriate position 
for prayer and personal reflection.  
 

However, no one should feel compelled to kneel if it is 
uncomfortable. You are welcome to stand and receive 
the elements. We will use the altar rail during the 
season of Lent to hopefully help us have a more 
complete understanding of this marvelous gift of 
grace.  
 

THANKS FOR ASKING! 
 

 

RIVER VALLEY BAND CONCERT 
 

The River Valley Concert Band, under the direction of 
Mr. Thomas Maeck, will be presenting a free concert 
entitled “Celebrating Community Bands” for the 
Hastings and surrounding communities. The concert 
will feature not only the River Valley Band but also the 
Rosemount Community Band.  As a special attraction, 
trumpet soloist John Huth will also bring his talents to 
the stage. The concert will be held on Sunday, March 
5 at 1:00 pm at the Hastings Middle School 
Auditorium. This concert will showcase some 
wonderful instrumental music for your enjoyment.  A 
food donation to HFS will be gathered and a free will 
offering to support the Band will be taken.  
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BECOME A ST. PHILIP’S MEMBER 
 
I’ve always declared that receiving new members is 
one of the happiest days a congregation can 
experience.  That’s about to happen again on April 16 
and April 23 to accommodate anyone not available on 
April 16. 
 
One begins the process by completing a data form as 
found on the Welcome Center. Leave the form in the 
office or hand it to Pastor Geier or Glenda Schnirring. 
Pastor Geier will make a contact and schedule a 
conversation. Glenda Schnirring will also make a 
contact and conduct a brief session which will cover 
some history and operational aspects of St. Philip’s.  
New members will be received into membership at a 
worship service on April 16 or April 23.  If you are 
interested, please take these steps now and enjoy 
being a member of St. Philip’s.   Contact person: 
Glenda Schnirring at glendaschnirring@gmail.com or 
651-437-6246. 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Philip’s Leadership Retreat 
11:30 am - 5:30 pm Sunday, March 19  

at Schaar’s Bluff Gathering Center 
 
On Sunday, March 19 our church council and all of 
our ministry team members are invited to a planning 
retreat at the beautiful Gathering Center at Spring 
Lake Regional Park in Hastings. The primary purpose 
of this retreat is to: 

1) Get better acquainted with each other 
2) Grow spiritually as we pray, study Scripture, and 

reflect on our ministry and God’s will for us and 
for St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 

3) Set attainable goals for each area of ministry 
 

There will be fellowship, there will be laughter, there 
will be learning, and there will be food. (We are 
Lutheran after all.) If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to ask Pastor Geier. Your participation 
will make this a better event! 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Food Sorting and SignUpGenius Tips 

 

Thanks to all the volunteers who have helped with 
food sorting at Hastings Family Service. Each Monday 
HFS receives food rescue produce, baked goods and 
meat from Cub and Coborn’s to pass on to others in 
the community.  The signup for March Mondays will 
come out around February 25.  You will receive an 
email from the church about SignUpGenius. You 
should ignore the pop-ups and there is no need for a 
password or credit card information.  If you are having 
trouble signing up, contact Cindy or Ron Toppin at 
651-353-7143 and they can sign you up. 
 
When you come to HFS, enter through the Donation 
Door of HFS located on 2nd Street across from the 
post office; press the doorbell on the left, if the door is 
locked. 
 

March Blood Drive 
 

We are trying to increase the number of blood drives 
we do.  The next one will be Thursday, March 
16.  Watch for more details in the bulletin.  We are in 
need of volunteers to register people. If you can help, 
contact Katie Lindberg. 
 

May Park Clean Up – 
 great service opportunity for families! 

 

We have signed up to be part of the Hastings Park 
Cleanup effort.  We have been assigned Roadside 
Park on Highway 55.  We can do this any day in May 
that we choose.  If you have a date that your family 
would prefer, send an email to 
ctoppin409@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Service 

mailto:glendaschnirring@gmail.com
mailto:ctoppin409@gmail.com
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2023 

 
Save the date for this year’s exciting VBS theme -

Food Truck Party. 
VBS will be July 17- 20 
from 9:00 am-12:00 
pm.  We are so 
excited to learn all 
about how Jesus 
feeds us in many 
ways. We will learn 
through games, Bible 

stories, crafts, and of course snacks. We will enjoy 
hearing stories during our opening from the one and 
only DJ cupcake! Along with our student participants 
we also need about 50 teen and youth leaders to put 
on this event. Be sure to get these dates on your 
summer calendar and reach out to Becky Kaphing 
with any questions. 
 

 

ANY ORGANIZERS OUT THERE? 
 
The Faith Formation team is looking for people who 
enjoy organizing things. First off we are looking for 
someone willing to clean and organize busy bags that 
are used by kiddos at Sunday service. We are hoping 
to have someone that is willing to do that every 4-6 
weeks. The job takes about 30-45 minutes.  
 
We are also looking for help to organize some youth 
supplies in the community room and the education 
closet. We are looking for help Monday, March 13 at 
10:00 am. If available, please consider helping with 
this project as many hands make light work.  
 
If you are able to help with either of these things, 
please reach out to Katie Thomas or Becky Kaphing. 
 

 

A VIDEO TO WATCH 
 
St. Philip’s property will be impacted by the complete 
rebuilding of Pleasant Street from 15th Street to 
County Road 46.  The work will begin in May and be 
done in October. The trees on the Pleasant Street 
boulevard will be removed and replanted at the 
conclusion of the project. What is now a concrete 
sidewalk will become a 10-foot-wide asphalt trail. The 
church will be assessed $41K for the street 
improvement. St. Philip’s will have 10 years to 
complete payment. To see the details of the project, 
one can view a video at 
www.Hastingsmn.gov/2023Streets.   

SHARE YOUR TIME AND TALENTS  
 

St. Philip’s households recently received a mailing 
containing a one-sheet, back to front form on which to 
indicate which volunteer activities they would be 
willing to do. An updated list of people who could help 
in certain areas at various times is essential if we are 
going to say, “we help St. Philip’s carry out its 
mission.”  One of the highest callings of a believer is 
to give aid in sharing the Gospel and building a vibrant 
congregation. That goal takes a lot of people sharing 
their time and their skills. 
 
Please drop off the filled-out form in the envelope that 
was enclosed at the Welcome Center or mail it to 
church.  Even if you put your initials on ONE LINE, we 
want it returned. Please return by March 15. 
 
Stewardship Ministry Team: Jeannie Evans, Gerri 
Lundby, Dan Strehlow, Al Todnem, Sam Willis and 
Glenda Schnirring, chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On February 19 pastors from five different 
congregations as well as members from 
congregations throughout Hastings gathered at St. 
Philip’s for a service of prayer, Scripture and song. We 
also received an offering of $1,135.00 (with more 
promised to come) that will be evenly distributed 
between Doctors Without Borders and the World 
Central Kitchen designated to bring aid to refugees 
from Ukraine as well as those displaced within their 
own country.  

 
Thank you to Pastor Steve Robertson from First 
Presbyterian Church, Pastor Mark Miller from 
Resurrection United Methodist Church, Pastor Jim 
Anderson from Pine Harbor Church, and Pastor Paris 
Pasch from the Journey Church for participating and 
for Calvary Christian Church sharing a video from the 
choir of their sister congregation in Ukraine. Thanks 
also to Noreen Swanson for accompanying our 
worship, Ryan Hummel and David Weisser for leading 
our hymns and to Emily Wormley for playing the harp 
for our prelude and postlude! 

 

HASTINGS PRAYS FOR UKRAINE 

SERVICE WAS A SUCCESS! 

http://www.hastingsmn.gov/2023Streets
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MARCH FOOD DRIVE  
 

March is already here and we as a church are excited 
once again to support Hastings Family service food 
drive. The need now is greater than ever and our 
congregation, along with our preschool, will be 
teaming up to put on the drive. Attached is a list of the 
most needed items. Any/all items can be donated 
anytime from March 1-31. Every dollar and every 
pound of food donated this month will be 
proportionately matched by MN FoodShare which 
makes it a great time to help! 
 

We thought it would also be fun to have spotlight items 
of the week. Schedule is as follows: 
  

March 1-8    Jam/jelly, pancake mix, syrup,        
  Breakfast canned fruit, heavy items: 100% fruit 

juice, sugar, flour 
 

March 8-15    Mac and cheese, tuna, canned meat, 
  Lunch saltines, ravioli, mayo/Miracle Whip, 

chili, chunky soup, chicken soup,  
vegetable soup, tomato soup  
 

March 15-22  Rice, boxed potatoes, spaghetti 
  Dinner sauce, pasta, canned vegetables 
 

March 22-29  Toilet paper, bar soap, razors,  
  Personal toiletries, end it with those heavy  
  Needs things like laundry soap and dish 
 soap 
 

If you are able, please consider donating a few items 
to help our neighbors in need. Thank you for your 
support.  
 

 

GARAGE AND PLANT SALE 
PLANNING MEETING 

 
Planning begins for St. Philip’s June 10, 2023 Garage 
and Plant Sale. Just like pro-baseball brings in its 
pitchers and catchers, Garage and Plant Sale Lead 
Coordinator, 
Deborah Dreher will 
hold her first 
meeting with 
Department Heads, 
new volunteers, and 
other key 
supporters and 
leaders of the “talk 
of the town” event 
on April 20 at 6:30 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
BENEVOLENCE GIVING RESULTS 
FROM ANNUAL MEETING VOTING 

 
St. Philip’s members, voting at the 2023 annual 
meeting had the privilege of selecting   where to 
allocate $23,686. This figure  represents 10% of 
Capital Fund Giving, Miscellaneous Giving, and 
Special Events receipts such as the Garage and Plant 
Sale. It is St. Philip’s policy to tithe these dollars to 
local ministries and ministries beyond the Hastings 
area of the members’ choosing.  
 

Local Ministry Recipients 
 

Hastings Family Service - $5,922 
Lewis House - $3,553  
United Way of Hastings Food 4 Kids - $2,369 

 
Ministries Beyond the Hastings Area Recipients 

 

ELCA Domestic Disaster Relief - $5,922 
My Very Own Bed - $2,369 
ELCA Planting Hope (St. Paul East Side) - $2,369 
LSS: Refugee Re-settlement - $1,184 
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ST. PHILIP’S  
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING  

 
A total of 93 voting members participated in St. Philip’s 
annual meeting, which was held on February 5. 
Reports of 2022 achievements had been written by 
each ministry team and shared in printed form. Budget 
results and a forecasted spending plan for 2023 were 
presented for approval by church council treasurer, 
Deborah Dreher. Candidates for council vacancies 
were announced by the nominating committee and 
voted on. New committees for the coming year were 
nominated and elected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presiding at the 2022 annual meeting 
was outgoing president, David Weisser 

Newly elected council officers are President, Dan 
Strehlow; Human Resource Representative, 

Natalie Carda; and Communications, Marketing, 
and Technology Representative, Warren Thomas 

Outgoing officers thanked and recognized for their 
service were President, David Weisser; 

Communications, Marketing, and Technology 
Representative, Bruce Arndtson; and Human 

Resource Representative, Cindy Toppin 

A potluck lunch 
was enjoyed 
following the 
meeting with 65 
people choosing to 
attend 

Emily and Tim Preston along with Dave and 
Robyn Tank find the potluck enjoyable 

The Thomas family and Gail Carstensen with her 
granddaughter enjoyed the potluck 
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COLUMBARIUM INFORMATION 

 
A columbarium is a group of small compartments, or 
niches, designed to hold the cremated remains 
(cremains) of deceased loved ones. Each niche is 
identified by a granite faceplate inscribed with a 
person’s name, birth date, and death date. The 
Columbarium will be located east of the church 
building along Pleasant Drive. Phase One will have 80 
niches and includes a peace garden for visiting family 
and friends. Three additional phases of 80 niches 
each will take St. Philip’s well into the future.  
 

Eligibility 
Church members, spouses or domestic partners, and 
family members, such as father, mother, brother 
sister, children, and grandchildren are eligible. Other 
individuals may be approved by the Columbarium 
Team. 
 

3 Levels of Pricing 
The pricing of the niches has been set at three levels, 
depending on location. All niches include two brass 
urns and engraving on the columbarium faceplate for 
up to two person’s cremains. Engraving on the two 
brass urns is not included. Each niche is 12x12x12 
inches. Urns other than those furnished may be used 
in the space allowed. 
 

Niches in Row A and Row B are $2,500 
Niches in Row C and Row D are $2,200 

Niches in Row E are $1,900 
 

For more details, contact Gary McDougall at 651-216-
7213 or Judy Hansen at 612-600-1209. 
 
Team members: Gary McDougall, chair; Judy 
Hansen; Pam Hoffman; Tim Preston; and Danna 
Schultz 
 

 
 

KEEPING CONNECTED 
 
Hello St. Philip’s, have you wondered who the couple 
with the active toddler is? They are the Nichols family. 
Tony and Kelly 
live in Rosemount 
with their toddler 
Johanna (20 
months) 
(pronounced like 
Jo, han as in 
hand, a), their 
puppy Rhea (2) 
and two kittens 
Achilles (10) and 
Athena (8).  
 
Tony grew up in Coon Rapids, Minnesota. Kelly grew 
up in Hastings, Minnesota. You may have seen her 
around before helping with vacation bible school back 
in the early 2000’s or attending service with the 
Jacobs family. Tony and Kelly met working for a third-
party logistics company. Kelly started there after Tony 
did and he made it a point to help Kelly with learning 
the business every opportunity he could. They began 
their relationship watching the Minnesota Wild and 
learning about each other while watching that game. 
Hockey is the only sport they have a passion for to this 
day. They got married on June 2, 2018 and welcomed 
Johanna to the family on June 22, 2021.  
 
Tony now works for Dick’s Sanitation, driving truck. 
Kelly works for 
Christensen 
Group Insurance 
in their middle 
market 
commercial 
insurance 
department. 
Johanna was 
baptized here at 
St. Philip’s 
October 10, 2021. 
 
In their spare time the Nichols like going camping, 
hiking, canoeing and visiting family. Every summer 
the Nichols go camping in their tent to the Boundary 
Waters, a State Park, or a National Park. On their trips 
they also try to find local craft breweries, a favorite of 
theirs being Castle Danger. They also have a love of 
theater and like to go see a play any opportunity they 
can. 
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Howdy from the Hansens – Ron and Judy! We were 
married at St. Philip’s 
Church in 2002 after a 
thirteen-year courtship. 
We were both divorced, 
with kids – him with two 
boys, her with two girls – 
and wanted to be 
confident that marriage 
was the right next step for 
us. Since then, the kids 
have grown, left home, 
and married, most with 
children of their own. We have been blessed with five 
grandkids, ranging in age from nearly one to almost 
thirteen years. Spending time together, making 
memories with family, especially our grands, is 
important to us. They are truly amazing and fun, so 
different from each other. Being a grandparent is the 
best job in the world. A major focus in our life together 
is a six-year-old Pyrenean Mastiff named Samson. He 
ensures that at least one of us takes him for a walk 
three times every day. He also enjoys running errands 
with us. 
  
Ron comes from LeRoy, a small town near the Iowa 
border. At an early age he made money mowing 
lawns, raising rabbits, and working on a neighboring 
farm. His life-long hobbies include reading, puzzles, 
and aquarium fish from the cichlid family. Water 
changes on tanks takes a while: draining and refilling, 
and hot water tends to be in short supply, all of which 
allows extra time for reading. He worked as a 
technical engineer in abrasives at 3M for nearly 37 
years and retired five years ago. 
  
Judy is a big-city gal who hails from Minneapolis. She 
grew up with dogs in her family, and still enjoys 
walking, reading, and getting together with family and 
friends. Thanks to her parents, her faith journey began 
at an early age in a large Lutheran church with Sunday 
school, vacation Bible school, and confirmation. As a 
young adult, she began to volunteer for community 
and church activities, such as Holidazzle parades, 
Viking plaza parties, church school, and facilitating a 
variety of groups. She worked in banking, eye care, 
advertising, and shopping center management. 
Nearly nine years ago she discovered the second-
best job in the world: retirement. 
  
How Judy found her way to SPLC is a unique story. 
She was on the committee that called Ed Frederick as 
an interim pastor to his former church in Stillwater. 
They even served together on council there. When he 
received his next call as senior pastor at St. Philip’s, 

she attended his installation service so he would see 
an old, familiar face in the congregation. The church 
was so inviting and friendly that Judy came back to 
visit, again and again. Then in February 2002, she 
became a member. It has been an exciting twenty plus 
years with many changes. During that time, she has 
served in numerous capacities, such as council 
member, offering counter, worship volunteer 
positions, Sunday school teacher, meals on wheels 
driver, VBS, garage sale, different Bible studies, and 
a variety of other special projects. Judy’s faith has 
grown at a handful of churches through the years, but 
St. Philip’s feels like home and family. 
 

 

BULB CHANGING,  
NOT FOR EVERYONE 

 
Steve Wolverton and other members of the Building 
and Grounds team do the ultimate in volunteer duty 
when they ride a lift to the highest light fixtures in the 
sanctuary. In late January, Steve is seen replacing 
halogen bulbs, which had expired, with LED bulbs 
which are hoped to have a longer life.  Thank Steve 
Wolverton the next time you see him for doing a task 
most people would decline. 
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NEWSLETTER ASSEMBLY  
 
Every month volunteers come to the church on an 
appointed day and assemble the monthly newsletter. 
It is a great time to do a very important task with fellow 
members. Watch every month for when that month’s 
assembly will take place. It is usually one week before 
the first of the coming month. Pictured below are Judy 
Werner, Marjorie Peterson (not in view), Merle and 
Eloise Arndtson, Mary Rock, Becky Raimann, Eunice 
Jilk and not in the photo, Marita Legreid. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUILTS SENT TO  
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

 

 
 

Seventeen quilts were dedicated and sent on to 
Lutheran World Relief in early February. Volunteers 
gather at the church on what is called “Do Days” and 
assemble quilts for this important external mission. 
Jennie Thomas leads the team with Vicki Pavlish, 
Carolyn Schaar, Darla Kimmes, Bernita Weber, Barb 
Jorenby and Richard Beatty assisting. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAUL OMAN’S HOLY WEEK STORIES 
 
On February 15 Artist/Pastor Paul Oman gave a premier pre-Lent presentation called “Holy Week Stories”.  An 
audience of 45 listened intently to Paul explain the events of Holy Week beginning with its first day citing an 
Eastern interpretation as found in some Biblical accounts vs. our Western world indoctrination. Paul spoke for 
nearly a full hour before expressing the events on canvas which made this a two-hour Bible Study event.  
 

Paul finished his composite painting in an 
hour. The painting did not remain at St. 
Philip’s but was rather a tool to bringing 

the stories of Holy Week to life. 
Jesus’ ride into Jerusalem 

became evident early 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FUN 
 
The Sunday School had a fun day learning about the 
sermon on the mountain. Some activities included a 
cloud prayer relay that all ages participated in, 
keeping the ball on the parachute mountain, and a 
cloud experiment. Such a beautiful blessing to be 
together each Sunday morning with the awesome 
youth of St. Philip’s church!  
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 
   swansonhastings@centurylink.net 
 

Ellen Diischer, Coordinator of Worship Planning 
   ellend@splchastings.org 
 

LuAnn Roiger, Handbell Choir Director 
   lroiger58@gmail.com 
Kelsey Wormley, Children’s Choir Director 
   kelseyw@splchastings.org 
Christine Rydel, Business Manager 
   christiner@splchastings.org 
 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
   johnd@splchastings.org 
 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 
  listak@splchastings.org 
 

Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director  
  preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Rachel Moritz, Assistant Teacher 
  preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Kari Vortherms, Assistant Teacher 

  preschool@splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  
AND PRESCHOOL 
1401 West 15th Street, Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541 
www.splchastings.org 
 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 
In Person and Livestream Worship at 9:30 am   
(Livestream link on www.splchastings.org,  
YouTube and Facebook)  
 

Lenten Worship Service: 
In Person and Livestream Worship 
Wednesdays thru March 29 at 7:00 pm 
Maundy Thursday, April 6 at 7:00 pm 
Good Friday, April 7 at 7:00 pm 
Easter Sunday, April 9 at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
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